NORTH CAROLINA CHURCH OF CHRIST
April 26, 2026

Hospital: Gerald Clemmons, Vanderbilt, Aaron McDonald,
NAMV/5412, Steve McFall, NAMC

Judy Smith had surgery on Thursday

Home: Steve Allen, Jim Clemmons, Jennifer & FreddieREMEMBER IN PRAYER
Please keep these folks in your thoughts and 
prayers.
Steve Allen, Michelle Bernstein, Sherry Box, Alma Butler, Billy Bryant, Vicki Burbank, Haley Bugg, Donnie Carroll, Tom Childers, Jane Clark, Gerald Clemmons, Jim Clemmons, Brandon Cody, Dwight Cox, Jennifer Davis, Thomas Davis, Caitlyn Dennis, Tammy Dial, Kevin Dillon, Dakota Garner, Kayla Hamner, Leslie Harrison, Cypress Hayes, Taylor Hendrix, Charles and Joyce Hester, Lana Hines, Christine Holden, Cindy James, Brock Killen, Don Lakey, Madalyn Littrell, Brenda MacDonald, Ridge McDonald, Ronnie McDonald Shane McDonald, Philip McMurtey, Porter Mitchell, Peggy Montgomery, Luke Oliver, Tracy Pace, Ethan Pennington, Kenzie Perkins, Dennis Phillips, Tamika Powell, Mike Prince, Amy Richey, Linda Rickard, Ricky Rogers, Lazaro Ruiz, Kim Sharp, Steve Shelton, , Roy & Helen Smallwood, Mike Schmdlkofer, Barbara Smith, Betty Sparkman, Kevin Springer, Chris Stewart, Jean Symore, Earl Tank & Marie Tank, Patrice Tucker, Rene Voser, Amy Weems, Luke White, Donna Wilkerson, Vicki Wright

Davis, Mark Hamner, Leslie Harrison, Ronnie McDonald

El Reposo: Barbara Parker 

SHUT INS: Freddie & Jennifer Davis, Stacy McCormack, 
Vicki Wright.

Please remember those in the nursing homes and our 
Shut-Ins

ISAIAH’S CALL: Please continue to bring Hamburger
Helper Meals or give your donations to Amy, Ann, or
Pat.

Lesson #11, Barnabas: Son of Encouragement,
for the Auditorium Class is on the table in the foyer.

Please check the Bulletin Board for cards, etc.

The March Financial Report is on the table in the library. 

Our monthly Shut-In Meal will be this Friday, April 24th.
Thank you so much for signing up to help with this
Meal!

















HOW MANY GOOD WORKS ARE ENOUGH TO SAVE ME?
Part 1
 
The Bible does not teach that a Christian can “earn” his way to heaven by doing good works (Eph. 2:8-9), but it does teach that we are created for “good works”

(Eph. 2:10).  Sometimes that might sound confusing.  Sometimes folks will lean on the first part of that (verses 8-9, as if good works are not necessary to go to heaven) over the second part (verse 10), and sometimes other folks will lean on the second part (verse 10), emphasizing good works so much that it might sound like they’re earning heaven) over the first part.  So, which is it?  Where is the balance?  Are good works necessary to go to heaven?
These words are found in Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”  Does that teach that “works” are not necessary to be “saved”?  Such has often been argued from these verses. But what do the verses actually say, and what does the balance of Scripture teach?

The Bible says that salvation is “the gift of God.”  Does that mean a person must “do” ZERO things to obtain salvation?  Think through Scripture.  There are obvious conditions that God places between a sinner and salvation (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 10:35; Romans 10:9-17).  To say that a sinner can obtain the gift of God’s salvation while “doing” ZERO things is to state something the Bible never states (Gal. 1:8-9; Rev. 22:18-19).  God equally places conditions between a saved individual and going to heaven (which will be examined in the next article).  So to say that a Christian can enter the gates of heaven while “doing” ZERO things is to state something that is not found in Scripture (1 Cor. 4:6; 1 Pet. 4:11).

So, what is Ephesians 2:8-9 saying about “works”?  It is evident from reading the Bible (and knowing that the Bible never contradicts itself but only harmonizes to teach the same thing ([Psa. 119:160]) that Paul is not saying that NO “works” are necessary to be saved and to go to heaven.  The distinction Paul is making has to do with humanly devised works, as if one could “boast” of earning his salvation.  Contextually, we are “created in Christ Jesus for good works” (v. 10), so the “works” (v. 9) which do not save us are different from the “works” that Christ has for us.  Christ’s “works” for us are necessary to be saved.  Man’s “boast”-worthy “works” will never save.  And that is the difference.

God places conditions on His free gifts.  For example, He told Israel that He was “giving” (it was a “gift”) the land to them (Josh. 1:2, 11, 13, 15), but then He gave conditions to obtain it (Josh. 6:2-5).  He defined the “works” essential to obtain His “gift.”  God’s “works” are essential for His gifts!


Via: David Sproule
Palm Beach Lakes Church of Christ
Palm Beach Gardens, FL

