NORTH CAROLINA CHURCH OF CHRIST
December 14, 2025

Hospital: Wayne Hines, Jayne Dial’s brother, is in NAMC & REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Please keep these folks in your thoughts and 
prayers.
Michelle Bernstein, Sherry Box, Alma Butler, Billy Bryant, Vicki Burbank, Haley Bugg, Donnie Carroll, Tom Childers, Jane Clark, Gerald Clemmons, Jim Clemmons, Brandon Cody, Jennifer Davis, Thomas Davis, Caitlyn Dennis, Tammy Dial, Kevin Dillon, Dakota Garner, Kayla Hamner, Leslie Harrison, Cypress Hayes, Taylor Hendrix, Charles and Joyce Hester, Lana Hines, Christine Holden, Cindy James, Josh Hones, Brock Killen, Don Lakey, Madalyn Littrell, Brenda MacDonald, Ridge McDonald, Shane McDonald, Porter Mitchell, Peggy Montgomery, Luke Oliver, Tracy Pace, Ethan Pennington, Kenzie Perkins, Dennis Phillips, Tamika Powell, Mike Prince, Amy Richey, Linda Rickard, Ricky Rogers, Lazaro Ruiz, Kim Sharp, Steve Shelton, Kristi Shollenberger, Roy & Helen Smallwood, Barbara Smith, Betty Sparkman, Kevin Springer, Chris Stewart, Tammie Stults,  Jean Symore, Earl Tank, Brad Tank, Patrice Tucker, Rene Voser, Amy Weems, Luke White, Donna Wilkerson, Vicki Wright

is doing better.

Home: Gerald Clemmons, Jim Clemmons, Jennifer & Freddie 
Davis, Leon Grigsby, Mark Hamner, Leslie Harrison, 
Christine Holden

Our sympathy is extended to the Hamner Family on the
Passing of Irma Estes. She passed away Tuesday in 
Missouri. Arrangements were unknown at the time of
this announcement.

El Reposo: Barbara Parker 

SHUT INS: Freddie & Jennifer Davis, Stacy McCormack, 
Vicki Wright

Please remember those in the nursing homes and our 
Shut-Ins

ISAIAH’S CALL: Please continue to bring Hamburger
Helper Meals or give your donations to Amy, Ann, or
Pat.

Lesson #14, “As Bondservants of Christ, for the Auditorium 
Class is on the table in the foyer.

Please check the Bulletin Board for cards, etc.

Today is the last day to make a donation to the Children’s
Home Gifts. Please give your donation to Emily or Lisa.

Our Monthly Shut-In Meal will be this Friday, the 19th. 
You are invited to help us deliver these meals. 

The Fellowship Bldg. is booked for the following dates in 
December14th, 20th, 21st, 25th, 27th, 29th and
the 31st.









THEN THEY UNDERSTOOD

When Jesus came into the lives of those fishermen from Galilee, His message sounded so different from anything they had ever heard. He did not teach as those leaders in the synagogue. The Sermon on the Mount ends with these words. “The people were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes” (Matt. 7:28-29). His method of teaching was not the only difference between Him and other teachers. His message revealed a New Testament way of living.

When He described how John the Baptist fulfilled the prophecy that Elijah would come, the apostles could not understand how that could be. When He explained that difficult prophecy to them the Bible described what happened. “Then His disciples understood…” (Matt. 17:13).
In Matthew chapter sixteen, there is a description of His confrontation with the Pharisees and Sadducees and their request for a sign. He left them and went with His disciples to another place. He said to them, “Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” They failed to see how He was not speaking of actual leaven, and they arrived at the conclusion that He was rebuking them because they had failed to bring bread so they could share it. Jesus rebuked them and described them as those who had such little faith. He reminded them of feeding the 5,000 and also of the 4,000. Had they remembered these two events, they should have understood that He was not concerned about getting bread. It was at this point that the situation changed. “Then they understood that He did not tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of Pharisees and Sadducees” (v. 12).

There is a parallel to this event in our own world when those who are religious leaders fail to reveal the New Testament way of living. An illustration of this is the prevalence of the use of the sinner’s prayers to describe the path to Jesus. This prayer often consists of about twenty words—when one says it, he is told that he is immediately saved. This prayer is not found even one time in the entire Bible.

The first recorded use of it was in 1741, but it was not until the next century that it became widespread. Neither Jesus nor His apostles ever told any man to use this prayer. There is a path to heaven He has revealed to us. I challenge you to study the book of Acts, where many asked the question about what they must do to be saved and heaven’s answer to the question was given. It is far different from saying about twenty words! Consider these words, “Beware of the leaven (the teachings) of pastors and televangelists” who teach a path to salvation no one ever heard of for hundreds of years.

Via: Dan Jenkins
Palm Beach Lakes Church of Christ
Palm Beach Gardens, FL
