NORTH CAROLINA CHURCH OF CHRIST
August 16, 2026

Home: Jennifer & Freddie Davis, Leslie HarrisonREMEMBER IN PRAYER
Please keep these folks in your thoughts and 
prayers.
Michelle Bernstein, Sherry Box, Alma Butler, Billy Bryant, Vicki Burbank, Haley Bugg, Tom Childers, Jane Clark, Brandon Cody, Dwight Cox, Freddie Davis, Jennifer Davis, Thomas Davis, Caitlyn Dennis, Tammy Dial, Kevin Dillon, Vicki Dison, Dakota Garner, Kayla Hamner, Leslie Harrison, Cypress Hayes, Taylor Hendrix, Charles and Joyce Hester, Lana Hines, Christine Holden, Cindy James, Brock Killen, Don Lakey, Madalyn Littrell, Ridge McDonald, Ronnie McDonald, Shane McDonald, Philip McMurtey, Porter Mitchell, Peggy Montgomery, Luke Oliver, Tracy Pace, Ethan Pennington, Kenzie Perkins, Tamika Powell, Mike Prince, Anthony Richardson, Amy Richey, Linda Rickard, Ricky Rogers, Lazaro Ruiz, Kim Sharp, Steve Shelton, Roy & Helen Smallwood, Mike Schmdlkofer, Barbara Smith, Betty Sparkman, Kevin Springer, Chris Stewart, Jean Symore, Earl Tank, Patrice Tucker, Rene Voser, Amy Weems, Luke White, Donna Wilkerson, Vicki Wright


El Reposo: Barbara Parker/Room 218

SHUT INS: Freddie & Jennifer Davis, Stacy McCormack, 
Vicki Wright.

Please remember those in the nursing homes and our 
Shut-Ins

ISAIAH’S CALL: Please continue to bring Hamburger
Helper Meals or give your donations to Amy, Ann, or
Pat.

Please check the Bulletin Board for cards, etc. 

Our Shut-In Meal will be this week, on Friday, the 21st. 
Please have your dish at the F’ship bldg. by 10:00. If you 
are able, we would love to have you help us deliver these
meals.

We will have a 5th Sunday Fellowship Meal on Sunday, the 
30th. Please plan to bring a dish and enjoy a time of 
fellowship.























WHAT DOES A RUBBER DUCK RESEMBLE?

In your imagination right now, visualize a rubber duck.  What does it look like?  Certainly, its head is distinct from its body, sitting erect on the front edge of the body.  It has an orange beak and two eyes.  It likely has a tail-like feather sticking up in the back and even a wing-like protrusion on each side.  It is molded to float perfectly on the surface of the water, just like a duck would. When you look at a rubber duck, it is obvious what it resembles.  It is not designed to look like a horse or a monkey or a fish.  You know immediately that it was fashioned to look like a duck.

But, let me ask you another question.  When you see a rubber duck, is it actually a duck?  You’re not fooled into believing that it is an actual duck.  Just because something resembles something else does not mean that it actually is that other thing.  Resemblance does not equal reality.

What does this have do with us?  Think for a moment about the fact that looking like a Christian and actually being a Christian are not the same thing.  Resemblance does not equal reality.  Let’s see if we can think through this a bit.

If I go to church, which is something a Christian would do and may make me resemble a Christian, does that mean that I am actually a Christian?  If I treat people kindly, which is something a Christian would do and may make me resemble a Christian, does that mean that I am actually a Christian?  If I refrain from using foul language or refrain from engaging in sex outside of marriage or refrain from drinking alcohol, which are things a Christian would do and may make me resemble a Christian, does that mean that I am actually a Christian?

A rubber duck may have an appearance that resembles an actual duck, but that does make it a duck.  The same is true for someone who resembles a Christian.  First, to be a Christian, one must do what the Bible teaches to become a Christian.  Jesus taught that disciples are made by being baptized (Matt. 28:19).  A disciple is a Christian (Acts 11:26); therefore, one must obey God’s plan of salvation to become a Christian, which includes faith, repentance, confession and baptism (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Rom. 10:9; Gal. 3:26-27).

Second, to be a Christian, that person must then present his body as “a living sacrifice” to the Lord (Rom. 12:1), and choose to “conform” Himself to Christ and His standard of living, rather than that of the world (Rom. 12:2; 8:29; Gal. 2:20).  The outward behavior must not only be in sync with the teaching of Scripture (Col. 3:17), but one’s outward conduct must be a true reflection of a heart that is deeply devoted to Christ (Matt. 22:37; John 14:15; 15:14). 

Are you a real Christian, or do you just resemble one?

Via: David Sproule
Palm Beach Lakes Church of Christ
Palm Beach Gardens, FL
