NORTH CAROLINA CHURCH OF CHRIST
January 4, 2026

Hospital: Wayne Hines, Jayne Dial’s brother, is in NAMC.REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Please keep these folks in your thoughts and 
prayers.
Michelle Bernstein, Sherry Box, Alma Butler, Billy Bryant, Vicki Burbank, Haley Bugg, Donnie Carroll, Tom Childers, Jane Clark, Gerald Clemmons, Jim Clemmons, Brandon Cody, Jennifer Davis, Thomas Davis, Caitlyn Dennis, Tammy Dial, Kevin Dillon, Dakota Garner, Kayla Hamner, Leslie Harrison, Cypress Hayes, Taylor Hendrix, Charles and Joyce Hester, Lana Hines, Christine Holden, Cindy James, Josh Hones, Brock Killen, Don Lakey, Madalyn Littrell, Brenda MacDonald, Ridge McDonald, Shane McDonald, Porter Mitchell, Peggy Montgomery, Luke Oliver, Tracy Pace, Ethan Pennington, Kenzie Perkins, Dennis Phillips, Tamika Powell, Mike Prince, Amy Richey, Linda Rickard, Ricky Rogers, Lazaro Ruiz, Kim Sharp, Steve Shelton, Kristi Shollenberger, Roy & Helen Smallwood, Barbara Smith, Betty Sparkman, Kevin Springer, Chris Stewart, Tammie Stults, Jean Symore, Earl Tank, Brad Tank, Patrice Tucker, Rene Voser, Amy Weems, Luke White, Donna Wilkerson, Vicki Wright


Home: Gerald Clemmons, Jim Clemmons, Jennifer & Freddie 
Davis, Mark Hamner, Leslie Harrison, Christine Holden

Our sympathy is extended to Bobbie Willard on the passing
of her sister, Shelby. Services were held on Wednesday.

El Reposo: Barbara Parker 

SHUT INS: Freddie & Jennifer Davis, Stacy McCormack, 
Vicki Wright

Please remember those in the nursing homes and our 
Shut-Ins

ISAIAH’S CALL: Please continue to bring Hamburger
Helper Meals or give your donations to Amy, Ann, or
Pat.

Lesson #17, The Prayer of Jesus for His Disciples, for the 
Auditorium Class is on the table in the foyer.

Please check the Bulletin Board for cards, etc.

There will be a Baby Shower for Laura Poss, Sunday, 
January 11, from 1-2:30, in the Fellowship Building.
Selections are at Target and Amazon. She and Kyle are
expecting a boy.

The Monthly Singing at LCNH will be this Thursday night,
Jan. 8th, beginning at 6:30.















AN ACTIVE CHRISTIAN REMAINS A CHRISTIAN

In the Middle Ages, the joust became a very popular event. It was a battle between warriors of the noble class showing off their skills to win prizes. It was very dangerous and violent.
The event mainly served as entertainment for the people, but there were a couple secondary benefits. It kept the skills of these professional soldiers sharp, and it served as an outlet for their aggression. Knights were raised for the purpose of battle. They went through years of rigorous training from a young age so that they could effectively fight wars. If that kind of skill isn’t put into practice, there is a high chance they might lose it or find themselves getting into trouble.

Something very similar can happen when a Christian doesn’t actively practice their faith. Christians have been created for a very important purpose: to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ (Matt. 28:18-20). The New Testament tells us that we are to be soldiers for Christ in this effort (1 Tim. 1:18; 2 Tim. 2:3). We have been issued weapons to fight this battle (2 Cor. 10:4-6; Eph. 6:17), we have been fitted with armor to protect us (Eph. 6:11-18), and we have been taught how to use them (2 Tim. 1:13; 3:16-17). If we do not put these into practice, we will lose them, and we will probably find ourselves getting into trouble.

It is hard for a lazy Christian to remain a Christian. A soldier of Christ requires training. 2 Timothy 2:15 tells us, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” If we are lazy in our studies, we will grow weak in the knowledge of the Bible.

A soldier of Christ also requires missions. The gospel message was the primary drive for Paul and the early church. Paul said in Acts 20:24, “But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.” If we are lazy in sharing the gospel, we will lose our purpose.

When Christians forget their purpose, it becomes much easier to fall into sin. 2 Thessalonians 3:11 tells us of Christians who stopped working and became disorderly and busybodies. Instead of being occupied with the Lord’s work, they fixated on the affairs of others. What was Paul’s solution? In verse 13, he tells us, “…do not grow weary in doing good.”
As soldiers of Jesus Christ, we have the most important purpose in the entire world: to bring souls to Jesus. If we want to remain in Christ, we cannot neglect our purpose.

Via: Robert Lupo
Palm Beach Lakes Church of Christ
Palm Beach Gardens, FL









